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One year ago, as has happened before, there weren't enough candidates for the 17 seats on 

the FCC's board. With 30 nominees this year, including representatives of magazines as 

well as news papers and organizations, this election is our chance to embrace fresh 

perspectives for the world's best press club. 

 

One of the things that has made my almost three years on the board more than worthwhile 

is getting to know members who've done so much for the FCC, from facing proposed anti-

subversion laws which could have hindered the free flow of information to reversing the 

sharp fall in membership after the handover. 

 

Of course it's been a privilege to have a drink with some of the journalistic and other 

legends in the main bar. But we haven't done enough to bring our established and newer 

members together, or our journalists and associates for that matter. 

 

I know we're all busy. I knew almost nothing about the FCC's annual Human Rights Press 

Awards and Charity Ball before I joined the board. I've been privileged to be a judge in the 

awards this year, and to have been invited to the ball a few times. Obviously I appreciate 

them more now, but we should help younger members who haven't been attending our 

events to join in and take part. 

 

On the club's professional committee that organizes speakers, that's what we've tried to do 

this past year. We made a start with journalism panel discussions. They were Eric 

Wishart's idea, proposed in his manifesto for president last year. He agreed to join the 

committee to help arrange them and I intend to invite any board candidate who doesn't get 

elected and still wants to contribute to do so. 

 

Some of our governors have been on the board a long time because of their commitment, 

and the lack of candidates in the past. While we don't have term limits many former 

presidents have left the board after serving and continued to support the club in other ways. 

I will do the same. 

  

As president, with your support, I will do everything I can to ensure that another 

generation of members feels as much at home here as we do, reach out more to our sister 

clubs like the Hong Kong Journalists Association and the FCC China, and back events that 

will keep this great institution relevant and significant. 

 

Douglas Wong is the Asia Legal Editor at Bloomberg News. He's done a few other things 

there, and has previously worked at the Financial Times and the Singapore Straits Times. 

He still supports Liverpool. 


